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&M BANK

Where Banking is Easy!

WORKING TOGETHER
TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE

* F&M Bank has donated over $3.3 million to over 600 different
organizations, invested over $134 million, and provided more than
$744 million in community development loans.

* Our employees have volunteered 43,000 combined hours in community
service, supporting over 400 different organizations.

* 135 active board members are engaged in over 125 organizations
all across the communities we serve.

United To support the mission and services in different counties of United
Way Way, our employees have spent over 7,500 hours and donated a
record total of over $1.3 million.?

38 | -7
1 Tha CRA calculations per category reflact an aggregation since 2010. 2 The Linited Way calculations reflect a combined aggregation
since 2013 for counties in the Bay Area, Merced, San Joaguin, Stanislaus & California Capital Region.

- Member
£ 2023 Farmers & Merchanis Bank of Central California. &)l Rights Reserved. 800-888-1498 | fmbonline.com &==% FDIC



-‘.':mldrens Dance Theatre
and the.
Grand Theatre Cente rmm&m

Saturday, Dec 9 at Ipm & 6pm
Sunday, Dec. 10 at 1pm

f'f.?'-' MARAG
4’& 05, CAMPEROS:
-. @ﬁ%ﬂs ST NAVIDAD

Friday, Dec:15.at 8pm

LSO €T THE GRAND I DECEMBER:

IHE (] £ GMEDY ZONE WITH HEADUNER LEGH BOMMEMA
,.” ¥ I_ﬁ EXH@SS Thursday, Dec. 14 at Tpm
o Qorm MIC NIGHT
E FHEE small pafitorn Thursday, Dec. 21
ingluded with ticket purchase! B 30[]111 s:gn ups | Tﬂm start time

/a  GROND THEATRE CENTER FOR THE ARTS @ mo

g I DOWNTOWN TRACY
'&;}j} 715 CENTRAL AVE GMD RN

GET TICKETS oW 209 8316858 | fMHEGRAND ORG O © ©) earaNDTHERTRETRICY



TEAMWORK WHEN YOUR
LIFE DEPENDS ON IT.
VERIFIED LEVEL Il TRAUMA CENTER

SAN JOAQUIN
6GENERAL HOSPITAL

500 W. Hospital Rd. | French Camp, CA 5231 | 209.4468.46820
www.sjgeneral.org
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Our sales eljes help make the season special.

CHASE =, 77CHEVROLET
Buy Into It.

ChaseChevrolet.com | 6441 Holman Road, Stockton CA 95212 | #buyintoit




Tracy and Kyle May: Entrepreneurs Glowing with Delight
It’s the time of year when twinkling lights and Christmas trees line the rows of neighborhoods as people illuminate their homes. For
Tracy and Kyle May, owners of K&T Lights, LLC, a side gig during college turned into a business that lights up lives all year long.
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Your HOME for the HOLIDAYS!

Whether you're shopping to complete the wish list of your loved ones from
our Heliday Gift Guide, picking up an item to decorate your home,
visiting one of our delicious restaurants or enjoying the winter wonderland
that is Lincoln Center—we have everything you need to make -

this holiday season the most memorable.

DAILY SNOWFALL FOOD DRIVE
ON THE BRICKWALK Podesto's Market and Trader Joe's
Starting Dec, 1 Saturday, December ¥ | Fam—3pm -

5—9pm | Every half hour

SANTA CLAUS AND 1 i

CHUG-A-BUG TRAIN EU*“T N
Nov. 25 & Dec. 2, 3,9, 10, 16, 17 T &eﬁjm’bﬁ
T—dpm 0 W

LINCOLNCENTERSHOPS.com
Benjamin Haolt Drive at Pacific Avenue, Stockton | n




TRADITIONS & MEMORIES

ust to be honest, I am

writing this holiday

editorial in the middle of

October. I'm writing about
things like Christmas traditions,
local shopping and decorating
ideas. Sounds easy enough, but
it isn’t even Thanksgiving! If you
are anything like me, skipping over holidays is a big no-no. Yet, I need
motivation to get into a Christmas frame of mind and have had to pull
out all the stops. I'm listening to Pandora’s Michael Bublé Holiday
radio, lighted a Rosy Rings candle, and made a cup of hot apple cider
so I can pretend it’s the middle of December. Finally, I am feeling that
Christmas spirit!

During this time of year, there are so many things that we all
need to get accomplished. I can feel a little anxiety brewing, and I am
immediately reminded to pause. In this time of hustle and bustle, I
intentionally make a point to recenter my heart to what really mat-
ters. For me, it’s all about our family traditions: decorating the house;
working on puzzles; attending the Light Parade in Lodi; and driv-

ing around looking at the many
festive Christmas lights; and at-
tending the Christmas Eve can-
dlelight service at our church.
These moments of spending
quality time as a family are so
precious. I’'m realizing more and
more how important it is to put
your phone away, slow down and be present in the moment.

As the weather continues to grow colder, I look forward to the
days in the kitchen baking and cooking while I listen to my favorite
Christmas songs: “The First Noel” by Perry Como; “Christmas (Baby
Please Come Home)” by Darlene Love; “O Holy Night” by Nat King
Cole; “The More You Give (The More You’ll Have)” by Michael Bublé;
“Christmas Cookies” by George Strait; “All I Want for Christmas is
You” by Mariah Carey (for you, SIL). Do you have a favorite play list?
I encourage you to start putting one together.

My hope for you this holiday season is that you can find time to
pause and enjoy your traditions. It is a great time to reflect on all that
is wonderful in our world.

Enjoy every moment,

/o

ANNA SASS

i facebook.com/herlifecentralvalley |

@herlifemagazine |

[A @herlifemagcali




HEARTS ON FIRE

CUAMCHA

»
GARY JYLONG

] EWELERS

YOUR JEWELER FOR LIFE'S CELEBRATIONS

320 Lincoln Center | (209) 477-6881 | GJLONGJEWELERS.COM
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EMBRACING
t*"’“E HOLI DAYS

‘h\

T'here’s no better time than the holidays to extend cheer to our loyal customers and friends.

As the temperatures dip, the leaves drop, and snow dusts the mountaintops, families and
friends gather to celebrate traditions. Good cheer and a sense of wonder is in the air. During
this scason we are especially grateful for the relationships we enjoy in the communities we

have the pleasure of serving.

Everyone at Bank of Stockton wishes you the Happiest of Holidays!

BANK OF STOCKTON

ESTABLISHED 1B67
WITHSTANDING THE TEST OF TIMI

bankofstockton.com MEMEBER FDIC

LERDEN




It's cold and flu season. Make sure your child has access to same-day sick appointments Adventist HEEI{tahﬂa
AdventistHealthLodiMemorial.org/Pediatrics Pediatrics at Lodi Memorial

| COMMERCIAL | HOME | HEALTH | LIFE

TRUEX | INSURANCE

(209)477-1111 | Truexlns -.com
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‘Tis the season to find

IN health

Make the most out of your winter traditions by staying in good health!

== Try new recipes & Walk it off

Swap casseroles and carb-heavy dishes Go for walks to relieve stress and get fresh air.
for fresh greens.

@ Take precautions

@‘ Take breaks Stay home if you don't feel well. Wash your hands
Step away from the festivities for short often and consider wearing a mask when you go
periods of time to relax your body and out in public to lower the spread of flu, RSV, and
mind. COVID-19.
< Be aware

E Make a plnn Holidays can frigger many feelings for people who
Set aside time for shopping or other are unable to be with their family or are grieving
outings, but leave a few hours each the loss of a loved one. Show compassion through
week fo rest and unwind. small gestures of kindness.

Get other helpful infermation at www.hpsj.com/behavioral-health-services

Heg|th P[On’f' Stay connected this holiday season: Check out volunteer
opportunities in your community to get involved and make

of San Jloaguin a difference.

1-888-936-7526, TTY 711 | www.hpsj.com




SPREAD THE WARMTH THIS SEASON

November | - December 31

Donate gently used coats and new socks at the
following locations from Nov. 1st through Dec. 31st.

ARTESIAN NATURAL FOODS THEADORA BOUTIQUE
T BEST WISHES THE UPS STORE
ALY FLAIR BOUTIQUE SHINE CYCLE + YOGA + BARRE
) it F & M BANK VILLAGE BARBER SHOP
=" iy )  ORANGETHEORY FITNESS WESSON HEARING AID CENTER

Y U5/ PARKWOODS CLEANERS

NEWIL]IFE

Linceln Center

EEE N PARTHERT ISP WITH

GOSPEL CENTER
RESCLE MISSION

All proceads go fo the Gaspel Center Rescue Mission,

LINCOLNCENTERSHOPS.com | Benjamin Holt Drive at Pacific Avenue, Stockton
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BY ANDREA BEAR
PHOTOGRAPHY BY
CAROLINE'S PHOTOGRAPHY

The Christmas season is special,

and many families take this time of
year to pull out the stops decorating
and getting into the holiday spirit.
Lights are always a must, especially
ornamenting the inside and outside
of homes, retail displays and
commercial displays. For most people,
preparing for the holidays is only
seasonal, a short period approaching
the cold weather, unless of course
you’re the May family. For Kyle and
" Tracy May, owners of K&T Lights,
LLC, preparing for the holidays is a
yearlong venture. Since 1996, K&T
Lights has been lighting up residential
homes, shopping centers, weddings
and specialty events throughout the
Northern Califb_rnia region. Kyle and 0N
Tracy have a successful and glowing
1 business, one they never anticipated,
N/ \J and one that has"taught'ihem somuch

" about family, love and hard.wofki_.
. . : e -y A e
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A BRIGHT BEGINNING

It started in 1996. Tracy was attending California State
University of Sacramento, and Kyle was attending the University of
the Pacific. As a young college couple, both were asked to string some
lights for a friend’s wedding in exchange for a little cash. “Sure,
we’ll try it out,” recalled Tracy, admitting they weren’t quite sure
what they were doing, having little experience hanging lights. They
weren’t thinking much further than making a little extra spending
money; what they didn’t expect was the launch into a bright future.

Their efforts paid off, and by the end of the wedding the bride
and groom were receiving compliments about their illuminated
venue that caught the attention of their guests. “From that wedding
we got some phone calls,” said Kyle, and people began to ask them to
hang lights, not just for weddings but also for the Christmas season
on homes and businesses. At the time, Kyle and Tracy regarded their
efforts as a new side job to provide some cash for the holidays. But
as word of mouth spread, the number of eager customers grew as

well as the expansion of something bigger. The following year, Kyle
and Tracy opened K&T Lights, taking the letters from their initials.

In the midst of this new business venture, Tracy and Kyle
continued their college path, working toward teaching degrees.
In 1999, Tracy received a degree from Sacramento State in child
development with a master’s in education, while Kyle received
his bachelor’s degree in sports science at UOP and master’s in
educational technology. By December 31, 2000, they had married at
Morris Chapel in Stockton, California, and, of course, their wedding
was illuminated with beautiful and striking light displays. Tracy
and Kyle took jobs in local Stockton schools while continuing their
lighting venture.

A BEAMING FUTURE

In the first few years, balancing teaching careers and the
lighting business seemed manageable, but as word of mouth
continued and business became brighter, their clientele doubled.

16
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“First, it was five jobs, then the next year ten, then 20,” recalled
Kyle. By the fifth year, the Mays realized that K&T Lights was
becoming a thriving business, something they knew could grow,
perhaps to a full-time concern. By their fifth year, the Mays
began to invest more time and energy into the business. “We
decided, let’s do everything, and we started advertising,” recalled
Tracy. As their website says, “Raise your lights and see the
possibilities,” the business immediately saw growth following the
first advertisement.

“It got really crazy, something I didn’t expect,” Kyle admitted.
Tracy and Kyle decided they needed to manage their business if they
were to continue to work as educators and simultaneously build
their business. They began hiring crews, especially leading up to the
Christmas season. Tracy handled the administrative side, while Kyle
provided estimates and managed the installations. Twenty-six years
and 15 employees later, they have full-time crews and business
year-round that keeps them busy. “I never expected it to be what

“I think more than anything, what we
enjoy is that it brings joy, they see lights,
it makes you happy,” Tracy noted.

it is now,” said Kyle. As a result of such popularity, K & T Lights
annually performs 600 to 700 residential jobs; that doesn’t include
the many local business clients. Light installations over the years
have included Lincoln Center, Robbie’s Bike Shop, even shopping
centers in El Dorado Hills. It’s not uncommon for the Mays to put in
50 to 70 hours of work each week.

And through all the growth of their business, the Mays have
maintained their teaching professions. As crazy as it might seem to
take on two full-time jobs with business and education, Kyle and
Tracy wanted to remain in their teaching positions; it’s important

HERLIFEMAGAZINE.COM | 17
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to them and they feel a call to help others. Tracy works as a behavior
specialist while Kyle is a special day class instructor in special
education. With more than 20 years of experience each, they don’t
plan to retire soon. “We didn’t get into teaching for the money;
we wanted to impact the kids,” Tracy affirmed. Kyle often shares
stories with his students about the success of the business, hoping to
encourage young minds about how hard work has paid off.

Despite their busy life, the Mays know they have been very
blessed. What started as a few extra bucks has been something they
have never taken for granted. “It’s opened so many more doors.
We’ve been able to do extra things for our kids, like private schools
and allowing us to take vacations,” said Kyle. And they understand
that their blessings have been due to hard work, which they reinforce
and model for both their students and their daughters. Skyler, 20,
is a full-time student and active golfer at UC Davis, and McKynlee,
14, is a freshman at St. Mary’s High School. Both girls help their
parents during the peak times, even during the pandemic when
the quarantine made it difficult to find workers. The whole family
understands the time and dedication to the business, but it has also
made them a stronger unit and supportive of each other. Despite
their hectic calendar, Tracy acknowledges they make a point to find
time for family opportunities. “We sit down and eat dinner at the
dinner table as a family. Even if it's just ten minutes together as a
family, that’s our time.”

As the holiday season reaches its peak, the Mays don’t have any
immediate plans to slow down. “I’m still at it for a while,” admitted
Kyle. “I enjoy it; it’s not work to me.” While the lights are still shining
bright and their future continues to twinkle, one of the greatest joys
they find is the happiness that lights up their customers and the
people who see their work. “I think more than anything, what we
enjoy is that it brings joy; they see lights, it makes you happy,” Tracy
noted. “I love doing this. I’ve met so many people I would have never
met; it brings joy to people,” described Kyle. ¢

HERLIFEMAGAZINE.COM | 19
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INTERIOR DESIGN

Uniguely Your Own ™

HOL'DAY, OUTDOOR & by Certified Interior Designers
WEDDING LIGHT INSTALLATION

Making your events inviling, your rooflines look
fantastic, and your landscaping come alive!

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL / WEDDING [ LANDSCARING [ GUTTER CLEANING

PS5 E&c‘? wwa K;’-‘a‘\el_" LG'—hS COM

FEET 2 e i wiww kathleenjennison.com

* Celebrating Excellence*

-~ 2023
#1 AGENT

in all
RE/MAX GRUPE GOLD
offices throughout :-. * -
San Joaquin County!

OVER $20 MILLTON
PRODUCED FOR THE YEAR.

Let Beth put her 33 years of Real Estate
Experience to work for you today.

- BETH MEREDITH . - GOLD NATION MEMBER -
209-969-2502 / DRE #01067020
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COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT

y
A

BY MARY RAFFETTO | PHOTOGRAPHY BY DAVE SKINNER

Anyone who has been to Stockton in December has probably seen the awe-inspiring
holiday tree in front of Delta Community College. But not everyone knows the story
and meaning behind this magical sight.

andy Stoddard, director of development and marketing

for Hospice of San Joaquin, described the lighting of this

extraordinary tree. “The Tree of Lights event is incredibly

happy and uplifting, a ceremony to celebrate others, both

ones who are here with us and those who have passed on. For

everyone who attends, it’s a wonderful kickoff to the holiday season,
creating happy new memories while reliving old ones.”

During the Tree of Lights ceremony, a choir performs holiday
music as a prelude to the dramatic lighting of the tree, then cookies
and hot cocoa are served for all to enjoy. This year’s event occurred
November 21 in front of Delta Community College on Pacific Avenue
in Stockton. Eight other cities across San Joaquin County will hold
tree lighting ceremonies; December lightings are Rio Vista and
Lockeford, December 2; Tracy, December 3. Donations are always
welcome and can be made specifically for the Tree of Lights through
the end of the year.

Weeks before the ceremony, PG&E volunteers place the lights
on the tree in preparation for the event. Then, Sandy elaborated, “As
part of our 25-minute ceremony, we celebrate those volunteers as
well.” Mark Rasmussen, a PG&E employee, started this tradition 35
years ago to honor his late wife, Kathy. A fellow PG&E employee,

22

Dave Ayers, created on-site memory boards displaying the names of
all the loved ones who have a light on the tree. Those memory boards
are available for viewing in person and online year-round on the
Hospice of San Joaquin website.

A BROAD RANGE OF SERVICES
Sandy revealed that most people are quite surprised to discover
Hospice of San Joaquin offers not just inpatient care, but a broad

Three generations of the Ayres Fam
honored at the Tree of Lights 35th
Anniversary Celebration.




range of services to the community. From
grief counseling to Camp Caterpillar, a day
camp for kids who have lost a loved one, to
in-home assistance and pediatric care, there
is an extraordinary variety of ways that HSJ
cares for the needs of families and individuals
of all ages. Their fundraisers, which take
place each season, are well-known events
and great fun for everyone. “In addition to
our Tea, Eggstravaganza, Kentucky Derby
West and the February Lobster Boil, there
are many other special events and so many
wonderful ways to support and connect with
one another,” she described.

MANY WAYS TO HELP
AND VOLUNTEER

HSJ’s Memory Bear volunteers regularly
lend their skills to sew a bear from a loved
one’s clothing item for the family. “We
currently have about six volunteers doing
this,” said Sandy. Quilters also gather to
make cozy comforters for pediatric patients,
and a much larger group known as Butterflies
coordinates all the events throughout the
year. This auxiliary group is divided into Lodi,

Stockton and Tracy, providing an enjoyable
and meaningful way to be of service to the
local community.

Sandy finds that when she is at events
doing outreach on behalf of Hospice of
San Joaquin, people are eager to express
their gratitude. “People come up to me all
the time to say thank you. People whose
families received help from our organization
are forever grateful and that’s a wonderful
feeling,” she said. The organization also
receives many thank you letters and ensures
the letters are shared with HSJ’s staff for
the work they do. On the website, one man
gave them five stars and wrote, “Truly a
caring organization. Every interaction with
every single person was friendly, warm and

professional. Would recommend highly.”

The benefits and blessings that come
from being of service to others are truly
immeasurable. For those who want to get
involved, the process is very well organized.
“Our volunteers are given training that
doesn’t take very long at all, and they get
to choose where and how they would like to
volunteer. It might be in-office or it might
be at one of our special events or becoming
part of a family team. We help them find
the right spot and it’s very fulfilling,”
Sandy explained. ¢

For more information about Tree of Lights
and other Hospice of San Joaquin Services,
visit hospicesj.org.

Accepting

December 31st.

donations through

209-957-3888 » hospicesj.org

HERLIFEMAGAZINE.COM | 23



Making dreams a reality
for Central Valley

9 Mb@/
Bridal, Formal & Tuxedos

*WE DO ALTERATIONS*

MON. - FRL 11AM - 5:30PM

SAT - 10AM - 4PM

SUN. - BY APPOINTMENT

AFTER HOURS BY APPCINTMENT

LAYAWAY PLAN

AVAILABLE
= ety - y 209-263-7059 | fashionsafarilodl.com
LY 123 5. School Street, Ladi
209-369-9046 - WSS‘CHODLSTREEI' LODI o & T :
www.theelizabethbridal.net

Wrangler, Ariat, Kimes Ranch,
7 lor all mankind, Miss Me,

and many more!

JEWELRY / BOOTS
APPAREL / HATS / GIFTS
OEne

~ LEES’ FEE ;H&
Ql[r FEED %%

P (209) 727-0131 BLEESFEEDLOCHEFORD
. w WWW.LEESBOUTIQUE.NET
k 4 18503 M. HWY 88 | LOCKEFORD, CA 93237
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COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT

MERCEDES-BENZ
OF STOCKTON

HISTORY IN THE MAKING

BY ALEXANDRA KRUEGER | PHOTOGRAPHY BY STEFFI R. PHOTOGRAPHY

Did you know that Mercedes-Benz is one of the oldest car companies in the
world? It's true. Carl Benz, the latter half of the company's namesake, developed
the world's first automobile, which ran for the first time in 1879.

ith so much history to draw
upon, it's no wonder that the
Berberian family was drawn
to the Mercedes-Benz and
Volvo dealership. In August of 1989, more
than a century after Carl Benz's historic
invention, the family decided to purchase the
dealership and transform it into the crown

jewel of Stockton's automotive industry that
we know and love today.

Fast forward to 2016,
dealership retired the Volvo franchise and
began construction on the new Mercedes-
Benz dealership in north Stockton on Trinity
Parkway. Brian Martucci, general manager
and dealer operator at Mercedes-Benz of

when the

Stockton, remembers it well. "We celebrated
our grand opening with over 500 people
including clients, Mercedes-Benz corporate
officials and local community leaders,"
he said.

Since then, the local dealership has
become a symbol of the finer things in life
for the Stockton community. "We are the




premier luxury brand company in San Joaquin County, and our
mission is to sell and service the finest automobiles made in the
world," shared Brian.

TEAMWORK A PLUS

As the general manager and dealer operator at Mercedes-Benz
of Stockton, Brian takes great pride in his role, emphasizing the
importance of leadership and teamwork in ensuring the dealership's
success. "As a leader, it is my pleasure to have the responsibility for
our dealership's success. But with that, I fully appreciate that my
leadership role means mostly to encourage, promote and appreciate
our talented and experienced team," he noted.

The incredible staff at Mercedes-Benz Stockton includes the
executive team of sales managers, service, parts and workshop
managers, financial and operational business managers, and the
many staff working with clients to find them their perfect vehicle.
"Our dealership is committed to empowering and educating our
staff so they can serve our customers to the
best of their ability," said Brian. ""We always
emphasize that our business grows and
endures, not just because of our brand, but
because of our clients."

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

But the team at Mercedes-Benz of
Stockton doesn't just sell luxury cars; they're
alsodedicated to givingback to the community.
The dealership consistently supports various
local organizations, including the YMCA, Boys
and Girls Club, Emergency Food Bank and
local schools. Additionally, the team actively
participates in fundraising events such
as the Walk to End Alzheimer's. What's more, the dealership also
contributes to community hospitals in San Joaquin County. "It's not
just the money you spend, it’s the time you give as well that matters,
so we encourage all our staff and management to be involved in the

community," Brian reported. "Our distributor, MBUSA, provides

tremendous support for dealers to be involved in the community,
including vehicle events and sponsorships for community outreach."

And just like serving their community, when it comes to
serving their clients, the team at Mercedes-Benz of Stockton doesn't
mess around. ""We strive to deliver an unparalleled level of service
to our clients, because it's the service that defines a true luxury
experience," Brian explained. "Our goal is to make our processes

as easy and convenient as possible for our clients and
our staff." This commitment to service has resulted in
Mercedes-Benz of Stockton being ranked number one
in client service by MBUSA. They also consistently meet
and exceed strict dealer performance standards.

ECONOMIC IMPACT

Beyond selling luxury vehicles and serving their community,
Mercedes-Benz of Stockton is also a key player in the local economy.
The dealership employs over 90 local individuals and actively engages
with several local businesses in an active effort to keep money within
the local community. And with annual sales exceeding $100 million,
the state and local sales taxes generated by the dealership contribute
in a major way to Stockton's prosperity. "I think it's vital to be
involved with our community to help local people and businesses
right here in Stockton, Lodi and the whole Central Valley," said
Brian. "We're honored to be a leader in our community and we try to
set an example with our involvement."

Mercedes-Benz of Stockton is more than a luxury car dealership;
it's a historic part of the community, an example of exceptional
customer service and a dedicated supporter of local organizations
and businesses. With Brian Martucci at the helm, the dealership
continues to adapt, grow and serve as an integral force in the Stockton
economy and community. "We're proud to be the premier family-
owned, local, luxury brand of Stockton and the Central Valley," Brian
affirmed. "Our dealership is part of an ever-changing industry with
new technologies and challenges surfacing all the time, and I'm
proud that we continue to endure and perform at a high level."

To learn more, visit mbofstockton.com.
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Famlly Law Spemahsts ;
In San Joaquin County

At Butler, Thiessen & Metzinger, Inc., we have protected the rights of men and women
throughout the Central Valley in California since 1986. We emphasize solutions, working
closely with you to identify creative ways to get the outcome you seek, We will carefully

explain the law and the process to you, as well as your rights and options, so that you
have a realistic view of your likelihood of success and how to proceed in your family law

matter. Focused and determined, we will work diligently to achieve your goals.

Dianne Drew Butler Lindsay Metzlnger Lisa Thiessen Karina E. Wiechert
FOUNDER PARTNER PARTNER ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY

\
PROPERTY DIVISION C&%UTLER, THIESSEN & METZINGER, INC.
CHILD & SPOUSAL FAMILY LAW SPECIALISTS

SUPPORT

= o . X GUARDIAMSHIP
CHILD CUETADY 209-478-0840 - ETMLAW.COM A
B VISITATION 3031 WEST MARCH LN, SUITE 224 - STOCKTON, CA 95219 ADOPTION




Feeling lost and
overwhelmed?

Let us help you regain control and take your life back. At St. Joseph's
Behavioral Health Center, we are committed to providing compassionate,
quality care, in an environment that fosters communication, trust, and
personal growth. Our inpatient and outpatient programs are dedicated
to helping those we serve to achieve their goals and improve their
quality of life. In addition, we have a Medication-Assisted Treatment
Program designed to meet the needs of adults who are uninsured or
underinsured with a history of opioid or stimulant use dependency.
Whether you need assistance dealing with depression, anxiety, or
substance dependency, or are seeking counseling, we can help.

Learn more at dignityhealth.org/stockton/behavioralhealth.

Hello humankindness:

2. Dignity Health.
CDG) St. j§5&ph’syBehavinral

Health Center

The Medication Assisted Treatment Program
described ks supported by Grant Number
H79TI084141 from SAMHSA
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BY MARY RAFFETTO

Do you want to send a unique gift? Surprise a friend? Create an
unforgettable celebration? The Stockton Portsmen have you covered.

he Stockton Portsmen are a group of talented singers

whose precision harmonies create memorable

performances wherever they go. From stage to street,

the vocalists are dispatched as a chorus or in quartets
to perform at special events, both public and private, including old-
fashioned singing telegrams.

That’s right, singing telegrams. The group reports that their
singing telegrams are very popular year-round as a festive way to
mark an occasion and that people even send the telegrams as a fun
and unique hostess-gift.

In December, the Portsmen help celebrate the season by
delivering holiday harmony grams in which two holiday songs

are presented by a Portsmen barbershop quartet to a sweetheart,
office staff, restaurant date or family gathering. Scheduling these
performances creates a truly festive and unexpected gift.

Come February, they change it up to offer singing valentines
that include two love songs, a fresh rose and a valentine with the
sender’s personal message. The singing valentines are always a hit,
as are the other quartets and even the full chorus, all of which are
available for hire, no matter the occasion.

Historically a men’s pastime, the Stockton Portsmen singing
group received its charter in late 1954, originally holding their
meetings at the old Stockton Airport. They did not adopt the name
Portsmen until later, when they relocated to the Port of Stockton.
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An early director of the group, Jack Ray, was always accompanied by
his wife, Joan, who had mastered the harmonies with him. When he
died, the members invited her to sing along with them as she had
done with her husband. Not all the men welcomed this change, but
it was a change set in motion, nonetheless.

In 2009, two more women asked to participate and by 2010
a third female had joined the group, making the Portsmen one of
the only barbershop choruses to welcome women as performers.
However, this change meant the Portsmen could no longer compete
in certain traditional competitions for the Harmony Society, which
still adhered to its original rules established in 1938. Eventually, as
guidelines became more inclusive, they were allowed to participate,
albeit still unofficially.

"

“Because of the change within the bylaws
of the Barbershop Harmony Society in
2019, women can now become full-fledged
members, are allowed to be on the risers for
competitions and have been welcomed by
most barbershoppers,” she noted.

'ﬁl Jour family’s oral health 15 so much more than

meets the eyve. Keep them happy and healthy
with gquality preventive, cosmetic and restomiive
care from the experienced dental team at Sumki

MY and Associates
Advanced Care includes:

«Dne-year-old exams *Sleep apnea treatment
«TMID trestment

« Sedation options

*Tooth whitening
« Dental implants

«Oral cancer screenings

801 South Ham Lane, Suite L. | Lodi, CA 95242 | 209.334.0630 | suzukidmd.com/smile

ke never

Reserve a lifetime of healthy
smiles for your family.
Call 209.334.0630 to book
your appointment today!

Currently, the group is composed of 15 men and 7 women; it’s
the first chorus in California to elect a female president, Nancy
Hennefer. Nancy reports that although all-male choruses are still
the majority, more and more mixed choruses are forming. “Because
of the change within the bylaws of the Barbershop Harmony Society
in 2019, women can now become full-fledged members, are allowed
to be on the risers for competitions and have been welcomed by
most barbershoppers,” she noted.

Through the years, the Stockton Portsmen achieved great
acclaim and have now been invited to perform as part of France’s
June celebration of the 80oth anniversary of D-Day and the liberation
of France. During their aptly named On to Normandy trip, the
singers will give numerous performances in both Normandy and
Paris and will take part in a wreath-laying ceremony at Normandy’s
American Cemetery.

To help defray travel costs, the singers are raising funds by
putting on a show called Holiday Harmonies, Songs of the Season,
on Saturday, December 9, at 2:30 p.m. at Zion Lutheran Church, 800
W. Porter Avenue, Stockton. Tickets are $20 per adult, with children
12 and under free. Additionally, the group will present their annual
spring show on April 27, 2024, to help fund this important trip.

Nancy encourages anyone who loves to sing to please join in the
fun. “Rehearsals are Tuesday evenings, 6:30 p.m. at Zion Lutheran
Church in Stockton. All are welcome to come sing!” *

To learn more, visit stocktonportsmen.org or call 209-811-SING (7464).

| et their
smiles shine

Did you know?
Schedule baby’s first
dental visit at 12
months. Ask Dr.
Suzuki about a
comprehensive
well-smile exam for
your litttle one.

before.

Sedation comfort
available with
IVsedation

Ask about monthly
) ) payment options

Suzuki DMD
& Associlates
FAMILY DENTISTRY

Evening
appointments
available
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WORLD-CLASS SPECIALTY CARE

When skill, expertise, and compassion matter most, we bring our best teams together
to help turn your health around. That means quicker diagnoses, more efficient
treatment, and most importantly, better outcomes.

5

kp.org/centralvalley KAISER PERMANENTE. t |‘| rive
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM OUR TEAM!

The JIM Enterprises team works directly with
school districts to offer students, parents and
educators educational programs designed to
develop fundamental, academic skills that are
delivered in an engaging, professional
manner with proven results.

Q

Students - Educators + Parents

For more information about
programs and services, contact:
B844-330-7397 + jimenterprises.net




SCENE & BE SEEN

BECAUSE KIDS-
ACTION ON BEHALF
OF CHILDREN (ABC)
AWARDS

he ABC Awards on November 2 honored outstanding
members of the community who are doing more than

just “the average” for children in San Joaquin County. The

2023 recipients are: Public Agency, Healthy Families San
Joaquin County; Business, Shannon Lea Rock, Preserve
Studio; Child Care Provider, Rebecca Virginia Jimenez; Child
Advocate, Shauna Buzunis Jacob; Nonprofit Organization,
Edible Schoolyard Project; Children’s Health, Factory Institute
of Training; Kids Helping Kids, Friday Night Live Chapter
Stockton Early College Academy. ¢

PHOTOGRAPHY BY HELEN RIPKEN
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Saint (Dary's High School wishes
everyone a Merry Christmas
and a Blessed New Year!

GREAT FUTURES START HERE!
www.saintmaryshighschoolorg

GHILDHOOD

IMMUNIZATIONS .

 EARLY LITERACY famil
N AMS resource

Ao center

Yeah, we can help with that.
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HEALTH

PREVENTING TINSEL
TENSION: STRESS STRATEGIES
FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON

BY LISA BUTLER

We’re in the thick of it: the bliss and blitz of the holidays. But “the most wonderful
time of the year” can often be laden with apprehension and worry.

oliday stress is
very common in
the U.S., affect-
ing approximately
69 percent of women and 55
percent of men. Anxiety over
finding just the right gifts,
hosting the holiday hoop-
la and fretting over family
events might require extra at-
tention to our mental health.

Here are a few ideas to add
more fun to the festivities.

MANAGE EXPECTATIONS

What we expect may not be what we get, or anything near it. We
can imagine what a perfect holiday season looks like, but often reality
says otherwise. If we accept the holidays for what they are, wonderful,
chaotic and sometimes far from perfect, it can be a very merry season.

MOVEMENT CAN BE MAGICAL

You’re not going to read about stress at the holidays and not hear
about exercise. That’s because it is proven to help. Studies show that
getting your sweat on reduces stress hormones, stimulates the pro-
duction of endorphins, which improves focus, and enhances overall
cognitive function. If the family stress meter is rising, plan a walk or
yoga session with a few of your favorite people. If you prefer exercis-
ing on your own, try an online fitness class, facetime your trainer or
use an app to get the heart pumping.

TECH HELP

Technology can be a big help when it comes to stress. Yuletide
users can download calming apps, relaxation timers and sensory vid-
eos to help with holiday insomnia. All we need to do is turn to our
wrist, phone or laptop to reap the relaxation rewards. Apps and online
tools can be a significant source of self-care, whether it’s a televisit
with a counselor or a mindless game that takes our attention off the
holiday grind.

DAY

The number of wearable
fitness products that measure
physical and psychological
health, emotional awareness
and sleep quality has increased
dramatically in the past few
years. Until recently, this tech-
nology concentrated results
on algorithms based on static
population-based information.
Now, more and more watches,
bracelets and bands are using
mini sensors, integrated processing and artificial intelligence. The good
news is that technology can track when we’re stressed so we can learn to
anticipate the negative stuff. Once we feel more balanced and energized,
we can start addressing those holiday cards.

MERRY MEDITATION

We busy little elves can now meditate with brain-sensing
headsets like Muse™ that give live feedback while guiding the user
through meditations. The plastic headband that fits on the wearer’s
forehead may look funny, but reviewers say it works. The sensors on
the band monitor heart rate, body movement and report brain data
after each session.

ME TIME

When you’re weary of hearing yet another unseemly joke from
Uncle Earl, ditch the Christmas bingo and try some self-care. Whether
it's occupying yourself with a quiet game of Words with Friends® or
reading a few chapters of your favorite book, solitude can be relaxing
and an easy way to banish the blahs. Gamers can find specific games
for stress management, so play away!

ASMR

Ever felt mesmerized by a simple sound or video? ASMR, or au-
tonomous sensory meridian response, is hot on TikTok and other so-
cial media outlets. ASMR is a feeling of euphoric tingling and relax-
ation that can come over us when we watch people doing incredibly
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simple, quiet, calming tasks such as folding towels, brushing hair or
flipping through magazines. Hearing a soft voice or listening to back-
ground sounds of rain or light scratching can calm the body and lower
the heart rate, promoting sleepiness as those sugar plums dance in
our heads.

HOME HELPERS

Stress can be abundant in our homes over the holidays, but what
about when we are traveling to Grandma’s house? These days, inno-
vative smart-home devices such as security cameras, safety moni-
tors, smart thermostats and garage door openers make leaving home
hassle free. The extra security and notifications to our smart devices
can ease the mind and make holiday travel a little jollier.

USE THE HELP

If trying some of these tension lifters for the holidays sounds
promising, consider choosing just one to start; no need to create even
more holiday hassle. And while we may not be able to completely
avoid stressful situations during the sensational season, we can plan
ahead and avoid unforeseen Yuletide pressure.

Sometimes we just need to relax and accept the craziness of the
holidays. But if you don’t want to tackle the traditions without a good
fight, then consider the benefits of trying a few stress relief tips. You
may find ways to reduce the tension from the tinsel and feel rested
and energized, ready to take on the new year! ¢

SOURCES: ppccfl.com, hopkinsmedicine.org and harvard.edu.

Cuslony

Longboards & Cruisers

DESIGNED BY AARON

pipedreamsk8co.com // 209-329-6223 )

Schedule A Tour
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== COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT

o Frosted .

Ny | Confections
| That Surprise
All the Senses

BY MARY RAFFETTO L
PHOTOGRAPHY BY STEFFI R. PHOTOGRAPHY

“Everyone lov‘es,lgessert! ” exclaimed Lisa Hassett,
owner of Lodi’s charming bakery, Frosted Flour,
where she’s been operating on that scientific

truth since opening in 2010. “There,is always .
a wedding, a birthday party, aﬁfriv%gaiy, baby
shower or other celebration, and since sweets
go hand in hand with celebrations, it’s been a
natural fit from the very start.”
|
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t just 16, Lisa began decorating cakes for friends and

family. With practice and some classroom training, her

skills evolved and word got around about her baking.

People really loved her cakes and began asking if
they could order them in advance. Lisa was thrilled and it wasn’t
long before she had more orders than she could make on her own.
The obvious solution was to hire like-minded, talented bakers, so
Lisa rose to the challenge and did exactly that. Thus, her business
began. Now she beams when talking about her staff, a lively band
of talented bakers and artists who turn out imaginative new flavors
and items every single week.

CREATIVE CAKERY

Her schedule includes numerous consultations with wedding
planners and brides-to-be who know they can trust Frosted
Flour to create the wedding cake of their dreams. In addition to
extraordinary cakes for all occasions, Frosted Flour is known for
their delicious specialty cupcakes, cookies, cake pops and other
delightful confections. Lisa encourages her crew to experiment and
“play with new ideas,” which has resulted in a product lineup like
no other. Name a flavor or a combination and they’ve probably done
it, but in ways you never thought of.

That fun, creative approach has led to baking and decorating
classes in which Frosted Flour instructors share their secret
techniques with an eager audience. “People come from Sacramento
all the time, both to pick up treats and to attend our classes,” Lisa
said. “And those classes fill up quickly!” Private classes at Frosted
Flour are often themed for the season or upcoming holidays. Not
just for individuals, the classes are also a big draw with companies
looking to hold imaginative and memorable group events.

Naturally, the calendar is a driving force, Lisa explained. “Every
major holiday is busy for us, but Valentine’s Day is especially so.
We go all out creating special and unique items for Valentine’s Day,
Easter, Mother’s and Father’s Days, and we get a huge number of

special orders for graduation, Thanksgiving and Christmas.”

Lisa often collaborates with other businesses whenever they
want to sell her products. For example, her staff can create custom
cookies or other treats that allow these other businesses to enhance
the experience of their customers by offering products they might
not have the resources to make efficiently in-house.

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

“We love to support other small businesses,” she said. Besides
providing baked goods for other businesses to sell, Lisa described
another example of supporting one another during the prolonged
COVID-19 lockdowns. “We all helped each other make deliveries and
just whatever was needed. And we still believe that part of doing
business is giving back and investing in the community. We donate
to select charities and worthy causes, buy supplies locally whenever
possible and always support our first responders.”

In addition to Lisa’s connection to the community, she has
a deep and heartfelt attachment to her employees. “We all learn
from each other as we work and create together. I have so much
appreciation and respect for them. They are the best employees; they
are massively talented and play a significant role in our business
success. Without my family, friends and, most importantly, our
loyal customers, we wouldn’t be here. I am so very grateful for all of
them!” she affirmed.

Lisa encourages anyone who has a dream to pursue it and she
uses herself as an example. “I didn’t go to the Culinary Institute
of America or the Cordon Bleu; I didn’t have that level of formal
training. But through personal passion, many cookbooks, research,
trial and error, and from my very talented employees, some of whom
did graduate from formal cooking schools, I learned. So, if it’s your
dream, go for it!” &

Visit Frosted Flour, 904 West Lodi Avenue, Lodi, California,
frostedflour.com or call 209-369-2253.
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GET A TASTE OF STOCKTON'S BEST BITES!

Celebrate all things culinary during Stockton Restaurant Week,
January 19-28, 2024, Back for it's 14" year, Stockton Restaurant
Week is a perfect opportunity to find your new favorite dining
establishment, and support the old reliable! With special set priced
(prix fixe) menus, featured chefs, gift card contests, and more,
everyone is sure fo satisfy their savory cravings.

For mere information, visit StocktonRestaurantWeek.com!
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CULINARY

STOCKTON N
RESTAURANT
WEEK RETURNS!

BY AMY ALPERS
PHOTOS COURTESY OF VISIT STOCKTON

Stockton, California, is gearing up for another
exciting culinary event as Stockton Restaurant
Week returns January 19 through 28, 2024. This
highly anticipated ten-day dining extravaganza
showcases the diverse flavors and cuisines offered
by the city's finest restaurants, diners, trucks and
eateries! Whether you're a foodie looking to try
something new or a loyal patron supporting your
favorite local establishment, Stockton Restaurant
Week promises to be an unforgettable experience.

ast held in 2022, Stockton Restaurant Week was a resounding

success, with over 30 participating restaurants tantalizing

taste buds with their carefully curated menus. From popular

favorites to exciting new dishes, these eateries spared no
effort in showcasing their passion for excellent food.

The diverse range of menus available during Stockton
Restaurant Week ensures that there is something for everyone. Let
your taste buds travel the world as you indulge in global flavors, all
conveniently located within Stockton on special set-priced, or prix




fixe, menus. Participating restaurants will offer a range of deals, anything from a $10 two-

course breakfast to a $35 three-course dinner! Menus will be released leading up to this
year’s festivities, so be sure to check stocktonrestaurantweek.com for all the updates.

To make the most of Stockton Restaurant Week 2024, visit the official website, where
you'll find a wealth of information including participating restaurants, menus, information
about the gift card contest, promotional videos and more! For real-time updates and
mouthwatering visuals, be sure to follow Stockton Restaurant Week on Facebook and
use the hashtag #StocktonRestaurantWeek when sharing your delectable experiences on
social media.

Stockton Restaurant Week is not just
an opportunity to indulge in delicious food;
it's also a celebration of Stockton's vibrant
culinary scene and diverse community. By
supporting local eateries during this event,
you're contributing to the growth and
vitality of the city. Mark your calendars and
prepare your taste buds for an unforgettable
gastronomic journey during Stockton
Restaurant Week, January 19 through 28,
2024. Get ready to discover new flavors,
create lasting memories, and join in the
collective joy of celebrating Stockton's
thriving dining culture!

The official website is stocktonrestau-
rantweek.com, where all the information is

available to plan your culinary experience. ¢




RECIPE

FESTIVE HOLIDAY
SANGRIA

RECIPE BY LAUREN LANE | LAUREN-LANE.COM

INGREDIENTS

Y4 cup sugar

1 bottle of red wine

1 cup fresh cranberries

1 cup brandy

2 apples, cored and cubed

1 orange, halved and thinly sliced

2-3 cinnamon sticks

4 star anise, optional but festive

Rosemary sprigs or cinnamon sticks for garnish, optional

1/2 bottle sparkling apple cider, prosecco or champagne, chilled

DIRECTIONS

Combine the sugar, red wine, cranberries, brandy, apples, oranges,
cinnamon sticks, star anise and rosemary into a pitcher. Mix well,
cover and place in the refrigerator overnight to allow flavors to come
together. Just before serving, add the sparkling apple cider, cham-
pagne or prosecco, stir to combine. Serve over ice garnished with
fresh rosemary sprigs. ¢

TIPS

1 ¢ You could also rim the class in sugar for a festive touch. 2 ¢ You could also substitute white wine for the red wine if you prefer.
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FRESH MEXICAN FOOD
NATURAL MARGARITAS
CERVEZA RUBIA TEQUILAS
WEEKLY SPECIALS

PLACE HOLIDAY PIE &
EREAD ORDERS ONLINE!

Cratcn-n

www.rubyshakeryandea

FEd ' S @ brave T-yearold who emerged from
LT 7 A4 the shadows with the support of CAPC
' clinicians. At just 5 years old, Danny
faced unimaginable challenges, marked by neglect and long pericds
of solitude in a dark room due to his parents’ struggies with substance
abuse,

Despite his difficult start, Danny has made significant progress in
overcoming his big emnotions—anger, anxiety, and depression, Art has
become his refuge, providing a voice for his emotions, hopes, and
dreams,

This year, let's be the light for kids like Danny. Your year-end donation
can make a world of difference in their healing journey.

Scan the QR code to contribute and bring hope to little hearts like
Danny's.

lee the

-]

gift of

| Make a donation today and
| A change a child’s story.
| Contact Shauna ot (209) 644-5318 or

MNoChildAbuse org/give to make a donation
To read more about Danny's story visit NoChildAbuse org
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SCENE & BE SEEN

WE CELEBRATE AG
IN SAN JOAQUIN
COUNTY!

he Robert Cabral Ag Center was the perfect location to

gather the community to celebrate the 2023 San Joaquin
Ag Hall of Fame banquet on October 19. Honored for their con-
tribution to agriculture and commitment to their community
in significant ways, the 2023 recipients are: Mary Arana; Gene
Wallom; Marden Wilbur; Edward Zuckerman; Marc Marchini
(posthumous), and Bud Rolland Murphy (posthumous). ¢

PHOTOGRAPHY BY HELEN RIPKEN




SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY CLINICS
IS NOW SJ HEALTH!

Mot just a new name - a new commitment to cur community.
We're putting our patients and our community at the center of everything we do!

We’ve updated our health
centers for a fresh new start and
to make it easier for everyone to
find the services they need.

We look forward to introducing
you to the new SJ Health! Call us

SJ HEALTH
involved.
'a;\ 1 J ni . ' '

=
w

) www.sjhealth.org

{209) 953-6400 HEALTH CENTER LOCATIONS
ﬂ @5)HealthCenters

) @si-Health

500 W. Hospital Road 1414 M. California Street
French Camp, CA 95231 Stockton, CA 95202




SCENE & BE SEEN

ORANGE AND
BLACK BALL

he annual Orange and Black Ball never disappoints! Guests

were strolling the orange carpet in their finest orange and
black evening attire and spent the evening dining, bidding,
dancing, sharing stories and raising funds for Pacific Athletics.
This exceptional October 13 evening was the perfect start to the
Pacific 2023 Homecoming and Family Weekend!

PHOTOGRAPHY BY HELEN RIPKEN




FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!
TICKETS START AT JUST $10.

STOCKTONKINGS.COM/TICKETS | 888-KNGS-209

January 27

February 9
February 10
March 2
March 7

March 8

Hip Hop/Sneaker Night with

March 10

special guest host the Link Up

209 Night
Black History Might
Marvel Night

Kings Collide at
Golden 1 Center

Hispanic Heritage Night

March 17

March 21

March 23

TUEY-bé SEASCH PRESENTED BY

AAP| Night presented by
Stockton Honda

Dunkson's Birthday
presented by First 5 California

Women's Empowerment Night
presented by Jamba

Fan Appreciation Night presented
by Red Hawk Resort + Casino

#% KAISER PERMANENTE.



Clogin

LOOKING BACK

o Past

N THE PAST TEN YEARS HUNDREDS OF CHNLBREN HAVE OCTGROW Y
THE PHILONATHEAN CHRISTMAS §REE PARTIES, BUT OTHER KIMRES
CONE EACH YEAR, WITH LAUGHTER AND JOY, T0 FILL TREIR PLACES

A photo in the Stockton Daily Evening Record from December 22, 1923, showing the scale of the Philomathean Christmas Tree Party that year.

BY PHILLIP MERLO

PHOTOS COURTESY OF SAN JOAQUIN HISTORICAL MUSEUM

THE PHILOMATHEAN CLUB OF STOCKTON

an Joaquin County has a rich history of
community organizations celebrating the

holidays and supporting the community

with charitable enterprises for children.

In early Stockton, one of the most well-

n and beloved community events for children
during the holiday season was the Philomathe-
an Club’s annual Christmas Tree Party, where
hundreds of young whippersnappers from work-
ing-class neighborhoods were treated to toys, a

hot meal and an entertainment program. The event
took place annually from 1913 through the 1930s
and was a fixture of the philanthropic circuit of
the era.

The Philomathean Club of Stockton was a
powerful institution in the late 19th and early 20th
century Stockton. Founded in 1893 as a reading
group for women, the club was a place for upwardly
mobile women to network, attend speaking
programs, and organize politically. The club was

Postcard of the Philomathean Clubhouse on
the corner of Hunter and Acacia Streets, in
Stockton. From the SJC Historical Museum
collections.
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Members of the Philomathean Girls Auxiliary club, on December 20, 1941, posing and
preparing gift packs for San Joaquin County children.

highly influential in organizing for women’s suffrage in California
in 1911, and numerous members were known for their influence in
local charity and politics. Between 1910 and 1912, members of the
club famously raised funds for the construction of a building to house
the club, which was completed in February 1912. Upon completion
of construction, one of the club’s first initiatives was to brainstorm
the development of an events calendar. Within a year, the idea for a
children’s Christmas Tree Party was born.

The first Philomathean Christmas Tree party took place on
December 17, 1913, after a year of planning. The event went off
without a hitch, and 200 children from across the city and from
surrounding towns came to see a Christmas tree, have a turkey lunch,
watch a Christmas play and take home presents. By 1917, the event
had grown to an attendance of 600 children and was a firm fixture of
the local youth calendar. In 1922, the local papers reported the event’s
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Article title from the
December 22,1921,
edition of The Stockton
Record, outlining the
operetta that would

be held at the club’s

attendance was so great that the crowds caused
traffic on nearby El Dorado Street.

That year, philomathean Emily Dodge led
hundreds of children in singing “O Christmas

Christmas Tree Party

that year. Tree” and a raucous rendition of “Santa Claus
is Coming to Town.” Girls were given dolls and

Thrty-Five Litile ) .

Childerm to Take Part gowns, while boys were given games, bags of

by Pldomaibean

marbles and tops. Children were also sent home
with bags of apples and peanuts, while 325 bags
of candy were passed out as children left.

In 1922, worried about the event’s scale, the
club introduced innovations including tickets to
prevent overcrowding and the contracting of the Stockton Electric
Railway to bring children in special Christmas Cars to the event,
leaving from streetcar stations on Ophir (Airport) and San Joaquin
Streets. The event would continue to work with Stockton Electric
through the 1930s and was a much-remarked-about scene in the local
papers. By the 1940s, the event evolved into a fundraiser for needy
women in the community and shifted from a Christmas tree to a Santa
Claus theme.

Today, major community events such as the Festival of Trees,
Parade of Lights and dozens of Christmas and holiday galas across
the county are held to support the community. These events are
part of a hundred-year-old tradition of holiday celebrations in San
Joaquin County. It’s worth looking back at previous events to realize
our contributions today are part of a local heritage that continues to
the present. ¢
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SCENE & BE SEEN

LET HOPE SHINE GALA

ercedes-Benz of Stockton was the beautiful backdrop

for the Let Hope Shine Gala on November 4. Hosted by
Uplift All Foundation and supported by numerous sponsors,
the guests had a fun-filled evening bidding on auction items,
a delicious dinner and a performance by Italian tenor Pasquale
Esposito. Uplift All provides resources that help people out of
homelessness and onto a path of self-sufficiency. ¢

PHOTOGRAPHY BY HELEN RIPKEN
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BEST OF LODI 2022 & 2023

We are a family
owned one stop
gift shop and home
decor store!

_’_

fragrantfarmhouse.com

14075 E Highway BY
Lockeford, Ca

Phone: 1-833-787-CECI (2334) collinselectriccom cennect with us [ 5 [0
FRESND « LIWVERMORE « MARINA « MODESTO « STOCKTON « WEST SACRAMENTO

J/ldl/‘lyz ’G%/ZI/S&M 2 cﬂappg J/du{ag/s

FROM, CARRIE & ANNA
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o @havrephotography @

SHRED your documents, PROTECT your identity

SAVE THE EARTH

X ﬁ We know you want to make every decision count. That's
why when you schedule one of our convenient shredding
options for your home or business, you can be sure you
are doing more than a bit of spring cleaning. Shredding
your important documents with Pacific Shredding clears
clutter, helps protect your identity, and contributes to the
over 17,500,000 pounds of paper we recycle every year!

WE OFFER THREE EASY WAYS TO

SECURELY DISPOSE OF YOUR DOCUMENTS:

1. Drop off at a convenient Pacific Shredding Location
2. 5chedule a pick-up ta your home or office

3. Purchase a Seal N'.Shred bag

PHL::I'.'E'I: Call Pacific Shredding today!

209.231.8846 |. pacificshredding.com
SHREDDING

54



WAG TALES

oo Lei@h oo
A TRUE CANINE DIVA

BY HERLIFE STAFF | PHOTOGRAPHY BY ANN ISHII PHOTOGRAPHY

Q: What’s your full name?
A: Leigh

Q: Tell us about yourself.

A: I am spunky and full of energy! I will
never turn down a fancy dress, sweater or
comfortable sleeper.

Q: What’s your favorite vacation spot?

A: T am still too young to travel for fun but
I did have a long airplane flight to my new
home from Oklahoma!

Q: And when you get to go along?
A: Sleep and snore.

Q: Your best play spot?
A: 1 love to play at our community park and
take short walks around our neighborhood.

Q: Do you have a guilty pleasure?
A: Chew bones and dresses!

Q: Are you ever a naughty pup?
A: Yes, sometimes I chew up my potty pads
when my anxiety gets the best of me.

Q:. What’s your canine obsession?
A: Lamb chops chew toy & movies with other
dogs!

Q: What’s your favorite treat?
A: Peanut butter!

Q: Where do you go for pampering?
A: I love to get a nice warm bath. Mom takes
care of all my pampering.

Q: Where were you born?
A: Oklahoma!

Q: Who are your human parents?
A: Ann & Nick Ishii
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SCENE & BE SEEN

ONE AMAZING
EVENING UNDER
THE STARS

eld on September 30 at a private Morada estate, guests
Henjoyed a spectacular evening of cocktails, wine, dinner,
live music and a silent auction. The proceeds from One
Under the Stars help fulfill the Red Rhino Orphanage Project
mission to empower some of the most disadvantaged children,
primarily through education, to become contributing members
of society and leaders of the next generation. ¢

PHOTOGRAPHY BY SYDNEY SPURGEON




CONCERTS

STOCKTONSYMPHONY.ORG
OR CALL 209.951.0196

STOCKTON
SYMPHONY

PETER JAFFL. CORDECTOR

CALENDAR

CALENDAR SAVE THE
DATES

]ANUARY 27

Fun Run/Walk for Wellness

DECEMBER 1-3 DECEMBER 2 University Park, Stockton
Festival of Trees Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony Info: supportstjosephshospital.org/funrun
SJC Historical Museum - Lodi Weber Point at the Downtown Waterfront
Info: info@sanjoaquinhistory.org Info: visitstockton.org FEBRUARY 16

Annual Souper Supper
DECEMBER 2 DECEMBER 3 Hilton Hotel Stockton

i Info: art ions.

42nd Annual Lighted Boat Parade gg:lerga Nu 2023 Holiday Home nosartexpressionsrg
Weber Point at the Downtown Waterfront Homes throughout the region FEBRU ARY 1 8
Info: visitstockton.org Info: omeganulodi@gmail.com Hospice of San Joaquin

Lobster Boil

Stockton Ballroom

FEBRUARY 29
33rd Annual Rotary
Read-In Stockton

Info: stocktonrotaryreadin.org

HERLIFE does not publish in January. We are providing you with a

few events that will be happening in January and February.
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SCENE & BE SEEN

CANCER KIDS OF
SAN JOAQUIN

he annual fundraiser for Cancer Kids of San Joaquin was

held on September 25 at Dave Wong’s Restaurant in
Stockton. Guests enjoyed delicious food, refreshments and
many opportunities to help raise funds for the kids and their
families who are dealing with cancer.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY TIM ULMER




New arrivals are
a team effort.

You're about to have a baby. Pragnanr:ﬁ is an amazing journey
that leads you to this question: Now what? The answer is a
lifetime of questions, possibilities, and new options. What
¥0LI need are new resources, and they're waiting right here.

he team, the support, and the real-world insights that can
make a world of difference every day. With private birthing
suites and a board-certified OB physician available in-house
24/7, our team of experts is here for you,

We also have resources online for both dynur physical and mental
wellbeing. Quick, simple to access, and you can check them
out anytime at dignityhealth.org/stockton/maternity.

Hello humankindness

Dignity Health.
CDG, St. Joseph's Medical Center



HAPPY HOLIDAYS

Q 10777 Trinity Parkway, Stockton, CA 95219

Mercedes-Benz
@ MBofStockton.com
Follow us on social: o @ Of StOthOH



